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We would like to celebrate and thank God for your 
birthdays and wedding anniversaries. 

If you notice that your date is missing from our list, please 
contact Pastor Cox at pastorcox@bethelwels.org. 

Bethel Lutheran Welcomes Karla Johnson  
to the Position of Administrative Assistant 

 
What a blessing to have a group of such willing candidates apply for the 

position of Administrative Assistant!  Thank you to all who applied!  Your 
willingness to serve the Lord in this way is so sincerely appreciated.  You all have 
both obvious talents and show your dedication to Bethel in various ways.  Our 
congregation is blessed that you were ready to add to your life duties and take on 
this role. 

Thanks also go to those who managed this process of hiring; the extra time 
you gave made it possible for applicants to step forward, for there to be time 
enough to learn about each of them, and finally for careful discussion to take place 
before a selection was made. 

Now that the selection has been made, it is also proper to welcome our 
new Administrative Assistant, Mrs. Karla Johnson.   

Karla has been happily married to Charles (Chuck) Johnson for 35 years.  
They live along the Trout Run dugway that winds through a coulee just south of 
Arcadia.  Chuck and Karla have three grown children (two of whom are married) 
and are blessed with two grandchildren as well. 

Already having made plans to visit her son Isaac, who is currently working in 
Santiago, Chile in South America, Karla will, God willing, enjoy that adventure 
before returning to spring in Wisconsin and her new job with Bethel. 

Once she officially begins her work, Karla’s contact information will be 
available to you on our Bethel website, in the bulletin, as well as in the Sonlight 
newsletter.   

For now, let us give thanks to God for his many blessings to us and pray for 
Karla to enjoy God’s goodness as she serves as our Administrative Assistant. 

 
 
 

 

 
A newsletter from Bethel 

Galesville-Arcadia, Wisconsin 

April 2019                    online @ www.bethelwels.org 

Amy Hicks   4-3 
Isabelle Mooney  4-3 
Talon Wenzloff 4-4 
Frank Wilber  4-7 
Judy Howell (A) 4-9 
Arlene Kuri  4-10 
Kenny Thorn  4-11 
Olivia Cox  4-11 
Katherine Jackson 4-16 
Amanda Sampson 4-17 
 

Bruce Arnoldy  4-20 
Lindsey Berg  4-20 
Kelly Adank  4-21 
Ellie Radatz  4-23 
Bethany Ali  4-24 
Joanne Gillette 4-24 
Wendy Eckart  4-25 
Sylvia Kivi  4-26 
Lindsey Duwell 4-29 

Judy and Pat Grzadzielewski April 12 
Jeff and Kris  McNamer  April 20 
David and Lori Mutterer  April 21 
Leland and LaVonne Wier April 25 
Rudy and Carla Mehner  April 30 

mailto:pastorcox@bethelwels.org


2 | S o n l i g h t  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

Lent 

In the gospel accounts of Jesus' passion, there are several 
striking three-word phrases. This Lenten season, we will gain 
understanding of God’s great love through His powerful word. 
We will worship with a  Lenten service series entitled: “Three 
Words of Truth.”  These services help us discover the rich 
meaning and purpose of God's Word, even in the smallest pieces 
of dialogue. 

Midweek 5:   What Is Truth? 
Midweek 6:   Take Him Away! 
 
Palm Sunday:   Save Us Now! 
Maundy Thursday:  Take and Eat;  

Take and Drink 
Good Friday:   It Is Finished! 
 
Easter Sunday:  He Has Risen! 

 
 One of the unique pieces of our Wednesday Lenten 
services is how we review the events in our Savior’s life as God’s 
will leads him to the Cross.  We read the Word of God which 
chronicles each step in his Passion.  Though, for many of us, 
these words are familiar.  Yet reviewing them is a spiritually 
healthy way to re-dedicate ourselves to the Lord as he works 
repentance and faith in us. 
 These services can also be just the place for someone 
less familiar with God’s salvation to learn what Christ has done 
for them.  Sometimes, all it takes is for us to invite someone to 
come along with us.  Pray to see the opportunities and to reach 
out for Christ! 

Two more  

Wednesday 

Lenten 

services 

before  

Holy Week. 
 

6:00 PM 

at both 

locations. 

 

Come and 

Worship 

Palm Sunday 
April 14th 

9:00 AM worship 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 18th 

6:00 PM worship 
with the Lord’s Supper 

 
Good Friday 

April 19th 
6:00 PM worship 

with the Lord’s Supper 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 21st 

6:00 AM Sunrise in Galesville 
9:00 AM Festival services 

In Arcadia & Galesville 
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  God created the 

world (and everyone in it) 

God so loved the 

world (each and every one in it) 

God sends us to the 

world (yes, to everyone in it) 

so God might save 

everyone in His world.  
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Get Ready! 

Tell your Friends! 

Bring your Kids! 
 

Bethel in Galesville 

is bringing you  
 

Easter for Kids 

Saturday,  

April 20th 

9:30-11:30 AM  
Games, Snacks,  

Crafts, an Egg Hunt 

PLUS  

God’s Best News Ever! 

For more information 

or to volunteer to help make this  

a fun, fantastic event, 

Contact Tami Yehle at 

608-433-1690 or tlyehle@hbci.com 
 

mailto:tlyehle@hbci.com
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People Take Their Time  Evangelism Encouragement from Pastor Paul Zell in North Carolina 

 
I was practicing my sermon on a recent Sunday morning, preaching to the empty chairs, when I got a phone call from an unknown number. 

Doris wanted to confirm what time the service was. “I can’t come to church today, Pastor. I’ve got a family commitment. But I’ll be there next 
Sunday for sure.” I vaguely recalled a conversation with Doris from when Ron and I were out canvassing. She and I had talked in her driveway for 
so long, Ron was wondering what had happened to me. But how long ago had that one previous conversation with Doris taken place? I had to 
scroll back a bit through my calendar. . . ten weeks! 

It takes a while. 
 

Keith and his wife Shawn brought their eight-year-old to our soccer camp in June. Each sweltering afternoon they would find refuge under 
a shade tree, keeping an eye on Bryce and chatting with the church members who were prepping snacks and handing out water. The three of 
them came to our worship service at the end of the week. We never saw them again. Not until the first Sunday in January, when they came to 
worship a second time. Six and a half months later! 

Few folks seem to be in a hurry to get connected to a church. 
 

I stopped at Jane’s front door three days after she attended a worship service with her niece. The conversation was pleasant and brief. I 
gave her a “welcome gift” and was on my way. That seemingly was the end of Jane’s interest in what we have to offer. Until there she was, sitting 
next to her niece and worshiping with us on Christmas Eve. Ten months later! 

What is it that keeps individuals from responding more quickly to our invitations? I suppose I could spin all sorts of theories in response to 
that question. I realize the experts have offered their own, well-researched explanations as well. But it’s hard to get beyond the unholy trinity so 
often referenced by Luther. People are slow to respond to our visits and encouragements because they are constantly being delayed by the devil, 
the world, and their own sinful flesh. 

I don’t want respond to this phenomenon with cynicism, or become callous to it, or even accept it as inevitable. I would rather commit 
myself and our members to a more aggressive follow-up schedule. In addition, Jesus invites me to frequent prayer on behalf these blood-bought 
souls. Mostly, however, I want to be mindful that even the Son of God himself found his most frequent listeners to be “slow to believe” (Luke 
24:25). If Jesus’ ministry is the model for outreach, then why should I ever be discouraged when people take their time responding to my church’s 
outreach ministry? 
 

I’m pleased to announce that after her ten-week delay, Doris actually did worship with us the following Sunday. And starting that first 
Sunday in January, Keith, Shawn, and Bryce haven’t missed a Sunday. They’re already signed up for our next “Foundations” class. And Jane just 
wrote me a heartwarming note about how much she loves the class she’s been taking and the services she’s been attending. Now she says she 
“can’t wait” to become a communicant member of her new church. 
 

What do you think? Someday should I ask each of them why it took them so long? Nah! I’d rather keep telling them how grateful I am that 
our church can serve them with the gospel of our merciful, patient, long-suffering Savior and of the timeless life he’s won for them and for me. 
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Bethel Ladies Circle News 
 
 There is a sign-up sheet for Easter breakfast.  There are a number of people 

who have listed a variety of tasty food choices.  Sign up and join in! 
 

 Easter Breakfast will be from  
7:00 – 8:30 AM on April 21st.   
This is between our Sunrise  
and our Easter Festival services. 
 
 
 

 There is an agenda for the meeting on the bulletin board heading into the 
kitchen.  If there is something you'd like to talk about, add it to the list.  
 

 Care Cards for six Bethel members in college were purchased and mailed.  
Each one received a Walmart gift card worth nearly $70!!  Thank you to all 
who gave your gifts so that we could support our members in college. 

 
 On April 14, Palm Sunday, we will hold a BAKE AND CRAFT SALE! 

So, crafters and bakers, get to work!  We held this last year and it  
was very successful and a lot of fun.    

 

Broadcast of  

Bethel’s Worship  

will be on  

cable TV  

this month: 

 

Monday 

April 22    2:30pm 

 

Thursday 

April 25    8:00am 

 

Saturday 

April 27    6:00pm 

 

Sunday 

April 28    9:00am 
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Women of the Word News  
Here is a recap of the meeting held on  
Sunday, March 10th. 
 
 
 

 
 Treasurer’s Report was given and our balance is in good shape. 
 Sandy Witte reported having a bit of an issue getting new coffee cups ordered.    She will continue to work on this. 
 We have 1 confirmand – Breah Golden.   Rosa Mooney will take care of getting a shadow box for her. 

 
 We have 4 high school graduates this year.     Karla Johnson suggested having a women’s get together at her house to work on the 

blankets and have fellowship and pot luck.    Once details are ironed out – I will let everyone know. 
 

 Karla Johnson also reported that there is still a need for people to sign up on the cleaning schedule.   It was also suggested that whoever 
is doing treats should empty all garbage cans, sweep and/or mop the kitchen floor and generally clean up the kitchen after treats.    

 
 Rummage Sale was discussed.    We decided to have a sale on the last weekend of April.   

(city wide garage sale weekend)  The 25th is the food pantry – so setup would have to  
start after the pantry is done.    Volunteers to help setup – run the sale – and take down  
will be needed.  Everyone’s help is appreciated.      Please start doing your spring cleaning.      
No old TV sets, old baby car seats/bath tubs or old electronics will be accepted.        
If you have any large items - -please let me or Sandy Witte know – so we can include that  
in the newspaper ad.    It was also discussed that it would be a good time to clean out  
your flower beds and any extra flowers could be brought to the sale.  

 
 Karla Johnson mentioned that when making a purchase on Amazon – there is a thing called Amazon Smile – that if we signed up – 

Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase to our church.   We will need to get more information on how that works. 
 

 Palm Sunday is April 14th.       We will need to order palm branches.   
 Easter Sunday Brunch April 21st -   I will get a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 

 
The April meeting  -  should be on April 14th.    However, I will be out of town that weekend.      Any suggestions on when we should have the 
next meeting would be appreciated.   
Notes provided by Janice Knudsen. 
 

W.o.W 
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Council Meeting Minutes March 11, 2019  --  Arcadia Campus 

 

Meeting started at 6:13 PM with a short devotion by Pastor Cox on 1 Peter 5: 1 – 5 on the importance of congregational leaders being good 
examples to others and serving with humility.  Pastor Cox’s devotion closed with a prayer.  The meeting was called to order at 6:33 PM 
Council members present: Tim Smieja, Fred Lintelmann, David Evenson, Keith Witte, Ben Golden, Mike Gilbert, Pastor Cox and Pastor Baerbock 
No action was taken regarding the Secretary’s reports for our 1/21/2019 and 2/4/2019 meetings. 
 
Pastors’ reports: 

 Motion M/S/C to transfer Noah & Heather Karow and children, Henry & Carson, to Good Shepherd, Holmen. 

 Motion M/S/C to remove Sarah Ressel from membership since she’s moved and we are unable to serve her. 

 Recognized the baptism of Eleanor May Weber, daughter of Abe and Tracy Weber 

 The Wednesday Lenten services have begun; the  theme for worship is “Three Words of Truth.”  Both pastors serve each week to lead 
Confirmation class and conduct worship, one at each location, moving between locations on alt. weeks. 

 Pastor Cox has spoken with District President Michael Jensen about Bethel’s intention to call again for a part-time pastor.  He is 
compiling  data that will help direct our search. 

 In addition to his “normal duties”, Pastor Baerbock has been calling on inactive members. 
 
Council Reports: 
Mike Gilbert (Treasurer):  Mike shared with us three financial statements (for the 8 month period of 7/1/2018 through 2/28/2019):  Sources 
and Uses of Funds; Balance Sheet; and Budget Analysis).  All obligations have been met but in round numbers,  our actual expenses YTD have 
been $157,700 and general offerings have totaled $143,800 (a difference of $13,900).  Motioned M/S/C to accept the Treasurer’s report.  
 
Fred Lintelmann (Elders):  Fred shared with us the plans to finish interviews for the Administrative Assistant position with the goal of having the 
position filled before the end of the March.  Other Elder items were noted in the March Sonlight newsletter. 
 
Keith Witte (Evangelism): We held a meeting on Feb. 25th and developed plans to: 

 Equip and motivate Bethel members to extend a personal invitation for others to receive the Gospel message.   Tentatively, March 31st 
will be a “training” day, with April 21st and 28th as “target dates” for inviting guests. 

 Outreach utilizing multiple media resources (radio, paper, yard signs, etc.) 

 Increased utilization of the technology that we have available (especially at Arcadia) to tie into our website. 
 
Education (Paul Koch not able to attend but Pastor Cox shared):   

 Four Bible classes are being taught each week (two at each campus) 

 Plans are underway regarding Vacation Bible School in Arcadia and Galesville this summer. 
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Church Council minutes continued… 
Ben Golden (Church Properties): 

 Had some furnace troubles at each campus.  Each has been addressed. 

 Commented upon snowplowing costs incurred this winter (unusual amount of plowing / salting & sanding) 
 
No reports from other committees. 
New Business: 
Church cancellation procedure and policy: 
There were recently two Sundays wherein inclement weather resulted in many area churches cancelling Sunday worship/activities.  Upon 
discussion, a consensus developed that this would be a pastoral decision  and would need to be coordinated with area TV and radio stations; 
posted on our website; and conveyed to whoever was doing snow-plowing at each campus.    
 
Our next Council Meeting will be held on May 13th, 2019 at Galesville, starting at 6:00 PM. 
Our meeting adjourned at 7:53 PM with prayer. 
Minutes by Keith Witte  
 

Policy and Procedure Regarding Cancelation of Sunday Church Services Due to Severe Winter Weather 
Policy:   

Whether or not to cancel the service(s) will be according to the judgment of the lead pastor.  When there are pastors at both locations, 
cancelation is less likely.  When there is a Winter Storm Warning issued for Trempealeau County and either snow accumulation or 
blowing/drifting is expected to be severe, cancelation is more likely.  We expect that cancelation will be rare. 

Why cancel church at all? 
 Safety of all members/guests – God wants us to  help and be a friend to others in their bodily needs, looking out for the welfare of our 
neighbor’s life and doing all we can to protect them and their time of grace on this earth. 
 Good communication under dangerous conditions – when travel warnings are issued, canceling services may be the best way to 
communicate that we want people to stay home and stay safe.  While some who live closer to church may find this unnecessary, we want to 
clearly communicate to all so everyone knows what to expect and does not risk traveling unnecessarily. 
 
Procedure: 
 When Sunday services are being cancelled, three TV stations will be notified and members will expect to find notification on any one of 
the following stations/websites: 
 WXOW (channel 19)  WKBT (channel 8)  WEAU  (channel 13) 
 This method, more than emails or phone calls, seems to be the best way to communicate to all our members and friends as quickly and 
clearly as possible. 
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April 2019 
S y Tue   F Saturday 

 

G = Galesville 
A = Arcadia   

1 
 

 
 
 
 

2 
 
G – Bible Class 
1:15 PM 
G – Choir 6:30 PM 

3    
 
G/A – Conf. Class  4PM 

G/A – Lenten 
Worship 6PM 

4 
 
 
No Midweek  
Worship during 
Lent 

5 
 
A – Bible Class 
9:00 AM 
 

6 
 

7      Worship with 
Communion 
Sun sch./Bible Cl. 
 

8 
 
A – Elders’ Mtg. 
6:00 PM 

9 
 
G – Bible Class 
1:15 PM 
G – Choir 6:30 PM 

10 
G/A – Conf. Class  4PM 

A – W.o.W mtg 445 
G/A – Lenten 
Worship 6PM 

11 
 
No Midweek  
Worship during 
Lent 

12     A – Bible 
Class 9:00 AM 
 
 

13 
 

14   
Palm Sunday 
Worship  
Sun sch./Bible Cl. 

15 16 
 

G – Bible Class 
1:15 PM 
G – Choir 6:30 PM 

17 
 
A – Conf. Class  4PM 
G –  Conf. Class  6PM 

18 
Maundy Thurs.  
Worship with the 
Lord’s Supper 
6 PM at both 
locations 

19   No Bible Class  
Good Friday  
Worship with the 
Lord’s Supper 
6 PM at both 
locations 

20 
 
G – Easter for Kids 
9:30 – 11:30 AM 
 

21   EASTER    
G – Sunrise 6 AM 
G – Breakfast 7-8:30 
A/G – Festival 
worship 9 AM 
A – Brunch 10:30  

22 23 
 
G – Bible Class 
1:15 PM 
G – Choir 6:30 PM 

24 
 
G/A – Conf. Class  4PM 
G/A – Lenten Worship 
6PM 

25 
A – Arcadia Food 
Pantry 1:30 PM 
 
G - Midweek  
Worship 6 PM 

26 
A – No Bible Class 
 
W.o.W Rummage 
Sale at Arcadia  
 

27 
 
 
W.o.W Rummage Sale at 
Arcadia  
 

28 

Worship with 
Communion 
Sun sch./Bible Cl. 
 
 

29  30 

 
 
Sunday Worship  
Time – 9:00 AM 

  

Refreshments 
and Fellowship 
at 10:00 AM 

 
Sunday school 
and Bible Class  
at 10:30 AM 

  
Questions/Comments? 
Contact Pastor Cox 
at 608-582-9998 or 
jon.nathan.cox@gmail.com 

Holy Communion 
will be moved from 
3rd week to 4th week 
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April Cleaners Greeters Ushers Acolytes Fellowship

Arcadia

7th Six month church cleaning Paul/Deb Koch Chuck Johnson / Greg Rotering Breah Golden Janice Knudsen/Deb Koch

14th assignments / sign up Martin/Janice Knudsen Martin Knudsen/Paul Koch Deb Rotering/Eileen Hanson

21st can be found on the Brian/Gina Steinlicht Bruce Arnoldy/Jeremy Conradt Breah Golden Easter Brunch 

28th kitchen refrigerator Greg/Ruth Golden Todd/Ian Eckart Janice Knudsen/Wendy Eckart

 

Galesville

7th Mike/Mary Gilbert 1-2 Doris Fruechte / Kay Evenson Duane Fruechte/Dave Evenson Lidia Bakeberg Wendy Dobbs

14th C. Sacia 1/  D. Bakeberg 2-3 Kay Evenson / LaVonne Wier Dave Evenson / Leland Wier Lidia Bakeberg LaVonne Wier

21st Leland/LaVonne Wier 1-2 Doris Fruechte / Kay Evenson Duane Fruechte/Dave Evenson Lidia Bakeberg Easter Breakfast

28th Mann 1-2/  Evenson 3 Doris Fruechte / Kay Evenson Duane Fruechte/Dave Evenson Lidia Bakeberg Carol Sacia

Thank you to all who are serving us at church this month! 

Plan ahead for summer...  (You can tell warm weather is on the way.) 
 

Bethel members are invited to gather and stay  
at Camp Croix (near Spooner, WI) 

from June 7 – 11 this year.  The cost per night for a cabin is $40.   
For information about the camp property visit www.campcroix.org 

For information about Bethel’s camping opportunity  
contact Kay Evenson at kdevensn@triwest.net 

 

http://www.campcroix.org/
mailto:kdevensn@triwest.net

